Welcome to ABlaze!
The A & B Newsletter for Primary & Secondary
RE Subject Leaders & Heads of Department
Be on watch and pray always that you will have the strength to go safely through all those
things that will happen and to stand before the Son of Man.
Luke 21: 36

Autumn Term 2018
Welcome to the eleventh edition of ABlaze, keeping you up to date with
news, resources and training.

Every valley must be filled up,
every hill and mountain levelled off.
The winding roads must be made straight,
and the rough paths made smooth.
The whole human race will see God's salvation!
Luke 3: 5-6

Welcome Back
Welcome back to the new term, we hope you have had a very restful Summer and are looking
forward to your new classes and all the wonderful new experiences you will have with them this
academic year. The Autumn term is an exciting one where we have the joy of preparing for the
birth of our Lord during Advent and all the excitement that the celebrations during Christmas
bring.
sarah.feist@dabnet.org or by telephone 01293
511130

Website

www.abeducationservice.org.uk Please
continue to check our site regularly.

Courses
The CPD course booklet in PDF format can be
found on the website under the tab courses and
events and also in the news section. It is easy to
download and a hard copy of the booklet has
been sent to all schools. Please don’t forget to
check the CPD Handbook for courses coming up
this term that can support you and your teaching
staff.
All courses can be booked on-line where
notification of your booking will be sent to you
via email. If you have any queries regarding any
of the courses in our booklet, please do not
hesitate to contact us and one of our colleagues
in the Education Team will help you.
01293 511130 and ask for Claire.

Additional Training
During the year, we are pleased to offer
additional training sessions as the need arises,
support inset days and staff meetings. Please
contact our Primary Adviser, Sarah
Feist at:

A quick glance at courses
coming up this term
(Full details in the CPD Booklet dark-blue cover or
online at www.abeducationservice.org.uk )
Thursday 20th September 2018 – Primary RE:
Training and Support for new RE
Coordinators/Subject Leaders
Friday 28th September 2018 – Induction,
Welcome and Support for Primary NQTs day 1/3
Wednesday 3rd October 2018 – Aspiring
Middle Leaders’ Development day 1/3
Monday 15th October 2018 – Primary RE:
Assessment in Primary RE
Thursday 8th November 2018 – Understanding
the distinctive nature of a Catholic School –
Mission Statements, Ethos and Gospel Values
Thursday 29th November 2018 – Primary RE:
Planning Liturgies and Leading Acts of Worship
Wednesday 5th December 2018 – Rainbows
Bereavement Training – ‘when somebody dies’

Assessment Update
Standards in Religious Education – New Interim Assessment Framework July 2018
As you are aware there has been a lot of consultation on developing a new national framework for
assessing religious education. After an initial questionnaire, it was clear that schools needed a new
assessment tool that reflected the changes in the broader education landscape and the need to move
from ‘Levels’ to age-related expectations. In secondary schools, the new GCSE has raised the bar for
examination at the end of KS4 and as a result, the assessment at KS3 needs to better prepare pupils
for the more demanding study at GCSE.
The new Interim document is a response to these needs and although it represents a move forward,
there is still work to be done, in order for it to fully equip schools in their task of assisting pupils to
make progress in religious education. After carrying out a short pilot, the results showed that schools
would still like to see:
• end of year expectations, rather than phase ones;
In Arundel & Brighton the pilot schools worked hard together and have developed alongside
the phase document an end of year document that is more in-line with other core curriculum
subject assessment and tracking.
• annotated examples of pupil and student work that exemplify each Age-Related Standard;
• an indication of how the Interim Age-Related Standards is to be used to measure progress for
data tracking purposes and pupil feedback: something like performance scales;
• in secondary schools, an indication of how the Interim Age-Related Standards (3-19) relate to
the GCSE grades at the end of KS4.
To further respond to these needs, the CES and working party will continue to meet throughout the
academic year 2018-2019 and will continually seek information from schools on how they are using
the document, and the improvements that can be made.
In addition, the Bishops of the Department of Catholic Education and Formation have commissioned
a third edition of the Religious Education Curriculum Directory (RECD) this will bring the full revision
of both the curriculum and standards to its completion. The expected publication date for the revised
RECD is September 2020.
In this interim period, from now until September 2020, the Bishops Department has given permission
for dioceses to continue to use the historical Levels of Attainment in Religious Education or for
schools to use the new Interim Age-Related Standards (3-19) in Religious Education. In Arundel and
Brighton, we are encouraging schools to use the new Interim Age-Related Standards (3-19) either the
end of phase document or the end of year document that has been developed using the standards in
the end of phase document.
Details of the new Interim document and the Arundel & Brighton End of Year document will be
introduced to all RE Coordinators during their first CPD Day on Friday 12th October 2018 and then
further information, for all those interested in the new assessment, especially all staff responsible for
teaching RE, on how the document can be used to inform planning, set targets, track pupil progress
and report to senior leaders, will be shared during training at DABCEC on Monday 15th October 2018
9:30am - 15:15pm .

Primary Pages
Come & See Information
All the resources you will need for each term can
be found on the Education Service website.
www.abeducationservice.org.uk
Schools should ensure that assessment
procedures for RE are in-line with assessment
procedures for all other core-curriculum
subjects. It is advisable for those who wish to
remain using the Levels of Attainment to
continue with the formal assessment tasks at the
end of a topic, three times per school year. For
those using the Age-Related end of year
statements, it is advisable to assess progress
across a whole topic and the child’s developing
skills in relation to their age and stage of
learning.
Both assessment documents use ‘Driver words’
to support where the pupil is working and the
skills they are obtaining. From this, targets can
be easily set to ensure progress is continual.
Some assessment tasks can be found in RE
Resources. These assessment tasks should be
moderated in school, at deanery level if
possible, and at the end of year RE
Coordinators’ diocesan moderation meeting.
Individual tasks are not intended to be the
only source of evidence, as continual AFL is
best practice and not one-off judgments but
they can be used as a valued resource to
form part of a ‘wider picture’.
CPD dates for the new Interim Age-Related
Standards are as follows: RE Coordinators:
Friday 12th October 2018 9:30 – 15:15 at
DABCEC and for all others interested in RE
Assessment, Monday 15th October 2018
9:30 – 15:15 at DABCEC.

If you require any support or further guidance
please do not hesitate to contact Sarah Feist
sarah.feist@dabnet.org

RE Resources on our Website
Please continue to keep checking our
website www.abeducationservice.org.uk
as we are constantly adding new
materials to support you with delivering
RE in your schools.
You will find them in Resources/RE Resources.
If there are any resources or websites that you
think could support another teacher, please
send them in and we will add them to our
resource list.

Teaching Activities - Updates on
the ‘Come & See’ website
The original ‘Come & See’ teachers’ books are
now out-dated and no longer being printed as
many changes have been made to both the
content and the suggested activities sections.
The format of each topic has also undergone an
update to make it easier to cut and paste from
the units on-line. Please let us know if you are
not able to copy, cut and paste information. Our
Web designer, James, is always willing to make
improvements to make the site easier to use
and respond to your requests.
Don’t forget to subscribe to the ‘Come & See’
website and ensure that your teacher list for
logging-in is up-to-date for new staff and old
staff are removed. Your bursar will be able to
help you with this, by contacting Matthew
James Publishing. Click Here to visit the
website http://comeandseere.co.uk

Come & See Subscription
Renewal

More friends of Jesus Is a collection of stories with

Renewals will be charged at £10 per class per year
+VAT. This means a single form entry school with 7
classes will be charged £70 per year + VAT. A small
price to pay to continue accessing all resources and
the continuing updates to the programme.

Both of these books will support some of the

Invoices for renewal should have reached schools,
please check with your school bursar/ business
manager.

delightful illustrations about special people who
helped to spread the good news of Jesus.

suggested activities in ‘Come & See’.
The books are by Victoria Hummell and are available
from a variety of online sources including:
www.liguori.com
www.catholicbooksonline.com www.amazon.co.uk

If you want more information, then please contact
Matthew James directly at:
comeandseere@matthewjamespublishing.com

John Burland Music
As we have been re-writing some of the
activities for ‘Come & See’ we have made sure
to include John Burland’s Come & See Music
Collection. His collection of CDs is the perfect
resource to support the teaching and learning

Resources to Support the
Teaching of ‘Come & See’

in our schools and an excellent and engaging
way to help pupils celebrate their faith. His
resources can be found on-line at
www.johnburland.com

It is essential to have the revised editions of God’s
Story and Church’s Story as they have been updated
to show recent changes. These are available
online from
https://matthewjamespublishing.com

Friends of Jesus This book is a collection of stories
about the Friends of Jesus who are to be found in the
New Testament and how their lives were changed
when they met Jesus. It makes scripture accessible
and will lead children on to read the Bible for
themselves.

Please contact Sarah Feist if there are any other
helpful resources that could be added to help and
support teachers.

Are You a Rainbows’ School Yet? Wintershall Assemblies
Rainbows was
created to

For Primary and Secondary Schools led by
costumed Wintershall actors.

provide children, adolescents and adults with
an opportunity for healing to take place after
a painful loss; whether it is a death, divorce,
separation or abandonment.
Many schools nationwide as well as across
the diocese are a ‘Rainbows’ school and have
found it to be very valuable. There are

Wintershall
actors will visit
your school in
costume and
perform scenes
from ‘The Life of
Christ’ as 15minute assemblies. Actors also share
their experiences of acting out the Gospels,
highlighting links with Christian virtues.

programmes suitable for both Primary and
Secondary Pupils.

For any further information contact Sarah

The Nativity is a play for all
the family – come and
enjoy the ‘real’ Christmas
story at Wintershall.

Feist at: sarah.feist@dabnet.org or by
telephone
01293 511130

Have you looked at the fantastic
resources available from
Wintershall Education?
Virtues Enquiry days for schools

Wintershall offers virtues enquiry days for your
class or year group, facilitated by the Wintershall
Education team. These days are suitable for KS2
and KS3 and will support extending teaching and
learning in RE and Character Education linked to
national initiatives.
These are becoming very popular with schools.

Stand with shepherds in the
field and see Mary arrive on a donkey. Sit in the
barn where the baby Jesus lies in his manger. A
timeless, memorable experience for young and
old as the story of Christmas is brought to life
for you.
Performances run from the 12th to the 16th
December 2018
Each performance lasts approximately 90
minutes
To find out more about a Virtues Enquiry Day,
the Nativity performances or any of the other
education resources Wintershall offer
Please email: education@wintershall-estate.com
Or visit their website http://www.wintershalleducation.com/
Or call the office at Wintershall to book your
tickets 01483 892 167

Education Sunday
Sunday 10th September 2017
For well over a
hundred years
there has been an annual recognition
of Education Sunday in England and
Wales.

Grandparents’ Week Saturday
30th September to Sunday
8th October 2017 (note date change from
last issue)
As always, we encourage our schools to take
part in Grandparents’ week. It would be
wonderful if some pupils would write

It is a national day of prayer and celebration for
reflections on what it is like to have a
everyone in the world of education and we would
grandparent visit school to help with
encourage all our Diocesan schools to take part.
reading, support lessons or have lunch with
The theme ‘Gathered in my name’ is devised by
them etc. These reflections could then be
an ecumenical steering group representing
included in the A & B News and go on the
different Christian denominations and
Education Service Website.
organisations.
A new set of resources for this year is available
on their website http://www.cte.org.uk/ and
on our Education Service Website under the
News section www.abeducationservice.org/
Resources Include: (click the link to follow)

We also encourage you to send photographs
of any events that have taken place in school
to the A & B news either directly to them
abnews@dabnet.org or if you would like the
photographs to go on our website too, then

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Education Sunday Prayer
All-age worship outline
Collective worship for schools
A gathering prayer
Words for a song on the theme
Commissioning Prayer
Further Education

to Sarah Feist sarah.feist@dabnet.org
We managed a double page spread last year!

Don’t forget to ensure that you have
permission from parents/carers to use the
children’s photographs before sending them in!

The Catholic Lectionary readings for the day are:
•
•
•
•

Ezekiel 33.7-9
Psalm 94.1-2, 6-9
Romans 13.8-10
Matthew 18.15-20

If you require further information regarding
Grandparents’ Week please contact
Katherine Bergin on 01293 651152 or
email katherine.bergin@dabnet.org

CAFOD

Oscar Romero was a human rights defender As
we mark Blessed Oscar Romero's centenary,
find out how you can support people devoted
to defending human rights around the world
today.
What is a human rights defender?

Everything you need to raise money at school
can be found by following the link below.

https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Primar
y-teaching-resources/Primaryfundraising-kit

We would like to know if you have used the
CAFOD resources. If you have any work that could
be photographed and displayed on our website,
please send it in. We always welcome ways to
celebrate the great work that goes on in our
schools.

Check out the interactive primary schools’
assembly resources to Brighten Up the world this
Harvest.
Harvest 2018: Assembly script (docx, 2mb)

CAFOD has many excellent resources for primary
schools about Blessed Oscar Romero of El
Salvador.
Available by following the link below
https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Primaryschools/R
omero
http://www.romerotrust.org.uk/ also has
materials suitable for pupils in KS2, KS3 & KS4

CAFOD have an excellent resource for
Catholic prayers, liturgies and
reflections
Bring reflections on global justice and poverty
into your worship activities.
Browse CAFOD’s collection of prayers on
poverty, bidding prayers and short Catholic
prayers on a wide range of themes.
You can also sign up to receive their weekly Bible
reflections
https://cafod.org.uk/Pray/Prayer-resources

Harvest 2018: Assembly PowerPoint(pptx, 4mb)

Are you a ‘Fair Trade’ school?
CAFOD founded the Fairtrade Foundation in
1992 along with many other organisations.

Celebrate the life of Oscar Romero who was
beatified on 23 May 2015 and who is imminently
due for canonisation.

They believe we are all part of the global food
system - which means we have the power to
change it. Changing the food we buy and
choosing products from Fairtrade companies is
one of the ways we can help tackle poverty.

Fairtrade Fortnight
Fairtrade Fortnight is a fun-filled highlight of the
year, when campaigners, businesses, schools
and places of worship show their support for the
farmers and workers who grow our food in
developing countries.

Watch out for the CAFOD Harvest Fast Day packs
they have been sent out to all schools at the
beginning of term.

It takes place at the end of February each year.
It's a good opportunity to get involved with a
CAFOD campaign and speak out for justice in
solidarity with the world’s poorest communities.
Keep Fairtrade Fortnight in mind when
organising your calendar for the year ahead.

Book a volunteer visit for Harvest Fast
Day. Contact your local CAFOD office
https://cafod.org.uk/volunteer/cafod-in-your-area

http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/en/getinvolved/current-campaigns/fairtrade-fortnight

Fundraising ideas
Looking for easy fundraising ideas? Find out how
to fundraise at school with these A -Z event ideas
from CAFOD. Click on the cupcake! Or follow
https://cafod.org.uk/Fundraise/Schoolfundraising

Children’s Liturgy Resources from
CAFOD
https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-liturgy

By following the link above you will find a bank
of resources that contain questions to help
children reflect on the Gospel as well as ideas
for prayers, songs and other activities.

Sign up to CAFOD’s weekly gospel reflections
These reflections are a way to take time out
from the bustle of daily life and spend a short
time each week in quiet reflection and prayer,
inspired by the Sunday Gospel. Try them with
your staff and your pupils.

Harvest Fast Day
Save the date for Harvest Fast Day in October
2017. Follow the links below where you can find
details and resources.

DOWNLOAD Back to School Assemblies from
CAFOD
https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Primaryteachin
g-resources/Primary-school-assemblies

DATES for this school term:
Plan ahead for your Global Term
Sun 10th Sept - Education Sunday
Thurs 21st Sept – International day of peace
Wed 4th Oct – Feast day of St Francis of Assisi
Fri 6th Oct – CAFOD Harvest Fast Day
Mon 16th Oct – World Food Day
Tues 17th Oct – International Day for the
Eradication of Poverty
Wed 1st Nov – All Saints Day
Mon 20th Nov – Universal Children’s Day
Sun 26th Nov – National Youth Sunday
Sun 3rd Dec – First Sunday of Advent
Mon 18th Dec – International Migrants Day

Assembly and Activity are available to download
for free. To access the materials, follow the link
below:
http://www.missiontogether.org.uk/index.php?p
=41

World Mission Sunday
A Global Day of Giving
World Mission Sunday is one of the most special
days in the global Catholic Church. It unites
Catholics all over the world in prayer, mutual
friendship and support; both spiritual and
material.
Annually, on the penultimate Sunday of October,
this year 21st October 2018, Mission Sunday is
celebrated in every parish around the world! Keep
an eye out for the resources on their website:

Mission Together

http://www.missiontogether.org.uk/worldmissionsunday
You will be able to download the World Mission
Sunday Children's Liturgy from here.

Little Way Week
Little Way Week runs from
September 30th until
6th October 2018
Little Way Week is inspired by
St Thérèse of Lisieux, patron of
mission. As a child St Thérèse
dreamed of being a missionary.
Mission Together’s Little Way Assembly and
Activity teach children about Thérèse and
encourage them to follow her Little Way. The

Fundraising
for Mission
Together
Day of Many
Colours
Traditionally this
day is set aside for
29th June however these materials can be
used at any time of the year.
The day is based on the five colours of the
Mission Rosary, in which each colour represents a
different continent. These colours help us to
remember children all around the world, and
encourage us to share God's love with everyone,

but most especially with children who live in
poverty. There are lots of different ways for
schools to join in:

Advent Resources
Mission Together

Hold a non-uniform day: the children dress
Each yer, Mission Together produces a set of free
in the colours of the Mission Rosary and
Advent Materials for use in Primary schools,
bring a small donation
Children's Liturgy groups and at home.
 Host a colourful ‘bring and buy’ sale: sell
colourful items organised into the five
Mission Rosary colours




Try out some fun-packed class activities
and games: follow the link at the bottom of
the page



Spend some time in prayer and reflection:
as well as reciting the Mission
Rosary and Prayers for our Continents,
there are engaging liturgies to accompany
the Day of Many Colours

You can order lots of free materials to support
your day, like stickers, posters and prayer cards.
Mission Rosaries are also available to order for a
small donation of £1 per rosary. As well as being
fun, your day can support RE, global citizenship,
geography and art.
http://www.missiontogether.org.uk/day-ofmanycolours

Their Advent Assemblies, accompanying craft

Advent Resources
CAFOD

Get your online Interactive Advent calendar for
Catholic primary schools, with daily reflections
and activities, by following the link below

https://cafod.org.uk/Pray/Advent-Calendar

Resources for Primary Schools
https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Primaryteachingresources/Advent-calendar-forchildren

Fundraising Activities for Advent World
Gifts
activities and much-loved Advent Calendar, offer
a joyful and thoughtful approach to this
wonderful season.

Are you looking for Collective
Worship Ideas for prayer and
worship in the classroom for Advent?
Resources can be found at
http://www.abeducationservice.org.uk
Resources/RE resources

Help someone
change their life this Christmas with World
Gifts, CAFOD's charity gift range of unusual,
ethical presents and support people in
developing countries to break free from
poverty.
Our free Advent assembly and fundraising
resources are packed with fun festive activities
to help you raise money for World Gifts. Browse
the full range of World Gifts on our website.
From camels and cows to emergency food for
refugees... fundraise for gifts that will make a
world of difference. Click below
World Gifts for children

Our colleagues in the Diocese of Shrewsbury have
produced these resources for sharing.

Secondary Pages
His Holiness, Pope Francis, speaks at the TED conference in April
2017. Listen to this 17minute video clip to hear what he has to say.
https://www.ted.com.talks

The Art of Dying Well
A recent web publication of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales has
been developed to consider death and dying. As it says on its web page:
‘The Catholic Church offers practical and spiritual support to those faced with the prospect
of death via the Art of Dying Well. We believe that death opens the way to new life. In dying,
we close our eyes for the last time here, in order to be able to really see for the first time
there. After centuries of ministering to the dying, the Catholic Church has a fund of
experience to share in what was traditionally called the art of dying well, or in Latin, Ars
Moriendi. We sense that this is good time to look afresh at that tradition.’
This is not designed specifically for school use but there are sections that may be useful and
appropriate.
It may be found at

http://www.artofdyingwell.org

Have you heard of Universalis?
Universalis Publishing was started in 1995 and is based in London.
http://www.universalis.com
This site hosts the Liturgy of the Hours and the Mass: both the readings at Mass and the
unique "Mass Today" page which combines the Order of Mass with the prayers and
readings in one continuous stream. It is available on the web site and as apps, downloads
and e-books.

Looking for daily prayers online?
Visit ‘Sacred Space’

http://www.sacredspace.ie

This is a daily prayer site run by the Irish Jesuit province.

Catholic Social Teaching – Look below for an excellent resource link
An informative English website, http://www.catholicsocialteaching.org.uk is a livesimply
initiative, a network of 60+ charities. The livesimply project of the Catholic Social Teaching
website, was launched in Nov 2006, inspired by the encyclical Populorum Progressio on “The
Development of Peoples” written by Pope Paul VI in 1967. The website is managed and
hosted by Progressio
There is a wealth of information on the site, with a range of informed commentators adding
thoughtful contributions on the ‘further explanation’ tabs throughout the site.

Catholic Resources
A site to support teachers, this has a wealth of material on the subjects of bible, liturgy, art
and theology. http://catholic-resources.org/index.html
The religious art might also be useful as a source of illustrations.
‘The BOTH/AND Approach’ tab on the left side might be somewhere to start.

Laudato Si
Laudato Si is recognised as a key document and CAFOD have produced excellent resources
to support teachers in exploring it with young people in school.
https://cafod.org.uk/Pray/Laudato-Si-encyclical

The Global Catholic Climate Movement
http://catholicclimatemovement.global/introduction/

The Global Catholic Climate Movement (GCCM) is a global network of 400+ member
organizations and a community of thousands of Catholics, responding to the Pope’s call to
action in the Laudato Si’ encyclical.
The website gives many ideas on how you too, can take action and under the RESOURCES
tab has a bank of resources for you to use.

There is also an online calendar of dates and suggested events for the year ahead.
http://catholicclimatemovement.global/2017-upcoming-moments/

CAFOD resources for Secondary schools

Register for free 11-14 People of God resources

and GCSE RE resources.

https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Secondaryschools

UPDATE: The Framework is now complete. Year 9 Unit 5 Islam framework has been
uploaded to the website. The website also added some new videos to our Talking Heads
section. Check them out here (Only available to subscribers)
People of God | Called to Serve is comprised of a nationally developed framework of
Religious Education and a fully supported website of resources to deliver Religious
Education within any environment.
http://www.peopleofgod.co.uk/

http://paxchristi.org.uk/peace-education/gcse-re/
Pax Christi has resources available to support the study of religion, peace, and conflict for GCSE
Religious Studies. They are particularly suitable for the following examination boards:

•

AQA [Spec A 3.2.1.4 / Spec B 3.2.2.2],

•

Edexcel [Spec B, Area of Study 2, Religion, Peace and Conflict],

•

OCR [J265/06, Religion, Peace, and Conflict]

Pax Christi also has resources that support: -

Edexcel Paper 2: Religion and Ethics; Section 3.1: War and Peace
This lesson explores the contribution of Christian theology to issues of war and peace. By examining
the major strands in Christian thinking on the issue, students will understand the historical context
within which they developed, the scripture and theology that underpins them, and the ongoing
influence these ideas have.

We hope that you are finding this newsletter informative.
If you feel you have anything to contribute to the magazine that could
support others, please let us know and we will include it.

Best wishes for the new academic year
Sarah Feist

